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	Speedo at end:
	87,519

	Speedo at start:
	78,257

	Distance travelled
	9,262


	Date of stay
	Place
	Notes

	9/7, Sunday
	Moree
	556 kms from home; stayed with Molly’s sister Monica & husband John 

	10/7, Monday
	Moree
	Stayed with Monica & John

	11/7, Tuesday
	Roma
	356 kms via Goondiwindi, Moonie, Condamine (nice rest area) & Miles

The Villa HP. It had some drive-through sites; facilities old but clean & OK; don’t remember if our site had sullage.

	12/7, Wednesday
	Charleville
	265 kms via Mitchell & Morven

Bailey Bar CP, run by Rick & Ursula. Parked on grass, crowded but vans offset from each other; facilities clean, OK; sullage; story tellers in the evening; a happy CP

Charleville is a rather run-down town; district museum in original bank building. Cluttered, not well presented & poorly labelled. Not very good

Petrol at Shell roadhouse near bridge in town; nice place; serve old-fashioned breakfasts

	13/7, Thursday
	Barcaldine
	408 kms via Tambo (excellent rest area at south-east edge of town) & Blackall (wool scour; 4 Km out of town; great tour with guide, Trevor)

Homestead CP. We parked in rear part of CP, next to chook yard; facilities basic & run down; no sullage; story tellers each evening; awful CP. Alternative is shire CP about which we heard mixed reports

Workers’ Heritage Centre OK but oriented to history of unions & ALP.  I hoped to see overall history of inland Queensland, not just a political slice of it. Someone stuffed up a great opportunity to tell a real Queensland story which is not told in Hall of Fame either.  District museum is better than most

	14/7, Friday
	Longreach
	108 kms via Ilfracombe, where there is a mile of farm machinery along road, teamster’s cottage from 1880’s & police cell from 1901

Gunnadoo CP; Facilities adequate; no sullage on our site; little shade, rather barren

Billabong Boat Cruise. Molly won the kookaburra calling comp. Meal was drovers’ stew. Mine contained 1 piece of meat, which is VERY poor value; staff couldn’t have cared less; we recommend ‘no’.

	15/7, Saturday
	Longreach
	Stockmen’s Hall of Fame. Excellent but I’d prefer more information on early settlers, & how they lived, & a bit less ‘rodeo’ and Top End. It is too cattle oriented & too little on farmers. Savage’s Butcher in town packed our order of chops, sausages & steak in meal-size portions in cryovac at no extra charge.

	16/7, Sunday
	Longreach
	Qantas museum. We thought it was interesting but disappointing. Mark Kleinschmidt, bush poet, Sunday evenings at Gunnadoo CP; he is excellent

	17/7, Monday
	Longreach
	Stayed Monday to get car serviced. We spent at least one day, maybe two days, too long in Longreach for attractions available.

Went back to HoF for another couple of hours


	18/7, Tuesday
	Winton
	177 kms. Great waterhole, which several people seem to be using as a campsite, 32 kms north of Longreach. Council rest area with toilets 42 kms south of Winton

Matilda Country CP. Get there early to score one of the excellent shady sites surrounded by native trees & shrubs; other sites on bare earth with little or no shade; construction camp type facilities; clean but water is sulphurous

Waltzing Matilda Centre. Excellent displays that tell the story of early settlement of far west Queensland & the spread of the song Waltzing Matilda. It’s worth at least two hours; many think it is better than HoF

	19/7, Wednesday
	Winton
	Lark Quarry, 220 kms return. Don’t take own car; go with Paul Neilson, Diamantina Tours, 8.00 to 4.30; $80 each but great value. He includes detour on private property to Merton Gorge & edge of escarpment with great panorama north west to south west towards Diamantina River

Can also book in Winton for tours to Carisbrooke Station (book week in advance). Station operations, aboriginal sites, opal sites, lookouts

	20/7, Thursday
	Hughenden
	212 kms, via Kennedy Development Rd. Being bituminised; several long detours on rough dirt side roads around road construction

Went to Porcupine Gorge 63 kms north of Hughenden. Gravel road, but well worth the trouble

Muttaburrasaurus replica at Info Centre; from fossils found at Muttaburra in ‘60s & at Hughenden in ‘80s; well worth seeing

Allan Terry CP on Winton Road. Several shady drive-through sites; concrete block facilities; clean & very airy; opposite QR shunting but little noise during the night

	21/7, Friday
	Cloncurry
	392 kms, via Richmond, which is a pretty town with great display of fossils found locally, such as Kronosaurus. Worth a BIG detour to see
Gilbert Park TV. Big 4 on way into town from east. Some shady sites but most have young trees & little or no shade; facilities OK but rather basic. Cloncurry is run down; nothing to see other than Flynn Memorial, which is very good

Alternative CP is further into town on right. We were told that it has mostly shaded sites with mature trees

	22/7, Saturday
	Mt Isa
	118 kms; Burke & Wills marker on road about 40 k & rest area & shaded bush camp site about 56 K from Cloncurry

Sunset CP. Top Tourist; several excellent sites on grass with mature shade trees, but get there early. Facilities awful; dark; rotting window frames; doors with privacy latches missing. Excellent camp kitchen & BBQ

	23/7, Sunday
	Mt Isa
	Riversleigh Fossil Interpretive Centre is excellent & justifies trip to Mt Isa on its own

Book at least one or two weeks ahead if want to go on underground mine tour; info about other mine tours unclear. Frank Aston museum, in old water tower, is very run down, except for underground & gemstone exhibits. Now taken over by Queensland Museum so may get better?

	24/7, Monday
	Normanton
	480 kms, via Burke & Wills roadhouse. Never had better hamburgers. Petrol was $1.04.2!

Shady rest area on river about 12 kms north of Quamby and again about 35 kms north of Quamby

New CP at Gulflander Motel (the big Barra); recommended, 4745-1290; only established a few months; no mature trees & mostly bare earth, but putting lots of effort into fast growing shade trees. Construction camp type facilities, basic but new & well kept; (the motel has lovely mature shade trees!); gives 5% fuel & food discounts at 727 store in town

Very good meals (steak, Barra, chicken or pasta with great salads) at motel in pleasant and cool garden courtyard setting. A real surprise. 

Several people in Cloncurry & Mt Isa told us not to stay at CP opposite purple pub! Given the accounts of periodic drunken noise some nights, they’re right.

	25/7, Tuesday
	Normanton
	146 kms to Karumba & return for very good barramundi & chips at Ash’s, Karumba Point (take away & eat at their under cover tables); alternative is café with tables on grass, around corner from supermarket in Yappar St, Karumba township

All CPs overcrowded, some with queues in street

See Krys the Croc replica in main street. Shot near Normanton in 1958, it is 8.6 metres (28’4”) long, the largest croc ever caught in Australia. It is unbelievably huge when you see it

	26/7, Wednesday
	Normanton
	Gulflander rail motor to Croydon (152 kms) Wednesdays at 8.30, returns Thursdays; rather than stay in Croydon overnight, we caught Coral Coaches bus back to Normanton Wednesday afternoon at 3.15. Recommend do this rather than overnight because Croydon pub is very ordinary

Bookings for train & coach through QR Cairns 1800-627-655 or Normanton station (not open all day) on 4745-1391

Also run tea & damper trips Saturdays, 9.00 until 11.00 & Sunset Sizzle BBQ Thursday 4.00 until 6.15 from June 8 through Sept 28; book on 4745-1391or after hours on 4745-1188 

General store in Croydon sells great old-fashioned ham & salad sandwiches (store is straight out of 50-plus years ago; worth a stop just to see store & buy sandwiches)

	27/7, Thursday
	Mt Surprise
	393 kms via Croydon & Georgetown

Leichhardt Lagoon camping area 22 kms out of Normanton looks good. It is a private operation; shade & all facilities a few hundred metres off the road & beside lagoon; fishing; 4745-1330; don’t know costs 

Mount Surprise TP behind BP service station. Lots of shady sites on grass under mature trees. Plain but airy & very well maintained facilities; new gas BBQ; aviaries of outback parrots & finches

Extensive semi-precious gem display & sales at BP service station

Café next door to BP can arrange fossicking tours to O’Briens Creek 

	28/7, Friday
	Mt Surprise
	120 kms return to Undara for guided tour of lava tubes (several options available; best to phone to find out what suits you best 1800-990-992)

	29/7, Saturday
	Malanda
	200 kms via Gulf Rd turn-off, Mt Garnet & Ravenshoe

Millstream Falls about 39 kms east of Mt Garnet; worth a stop & walk) 

Malanda CP. Short walk from centre of town (good shops). Select from conventional powered sites (several drive through) on right as drive in or from both powered & unpowered sites around edge of rain forest on left. Facilities on right are ‘standard’ CP; those on left are clean but basic (primitive?) 

CP is next to Malanda Falls & Wet Tropics Visitor Centre (excellent explanations of formation of the tablelands), with short explanatory rain forest walks

We used Malanda as base for daily sightseeing trips around the Tablelands. 


	30/7, Sunday
	Malanda
	Bromfield Swamp (an old crater); Hypipamee Crater (a volcano pipe blasted through granite) 

Vintage steam train at Ravenshoe (runs Sat & Sun afternoons). About 14 kms round trip and can do short distance on loco footplate. Run by RailCo, phone 4091-4871. D17 loco, built in England in 1925

Wind farm on hill between Ravenshoe & Malanda (huge new electricity-generating windmills)

	31/7, Monday
	Malanda
	Lake Eachem (District NP&W office, rain forest walks); Lake Barrine (tea house on edge of lake, good food, very picturesque; two 50 metre high Kauri trees near tea house)

Giant red cedar 6 kms on side road east of road from Malanda to Lake Eachem

Cathedral Fig tree north of Lake Barrine & Curtain Fig tree south of Yungaburra (both huge, 50 metre high, worth seeing)

	1/8, Tuesday
	Malanda
	Tinaroo Dam (just another dam; nice place for fishing if had a boat or rented one) & Tolga Woodworks; brilliant stuff for sale (wood, ceramics, glass, silver) & really excellent café


	2/8, Wednesday
	Malanda
	Vintage steam train from Atherton to Herbertson, 44 kms return, departs 10.30 (runs Sat, Sun & Wed,). It is also run by RailCo, phone 4091-4871. C17 4-8-0 loco built in England in 1927

Train stays in town for 1 hr 20 mins and departs Herbertson on return at 2.30. Great café (Nicky’s) at station & interesting town to walk around. We didn’t find out about old tin mining village (almost totally intact) on edge of town. If we’d known about it earlier in the week, we would have driven up just to see it

Excellent panorama from Millaa Millaa lookout. Visited several Millaa Millaa, Zillie & Ellinjaa Falls east of town; nice but see one, seen all & road rather ordinary in parts.

	3/8, Thursday
	Mossman
	Have travelled 4,910 kms (83,167 kms - 78,257 at departure)

128 kms via Mareeba (excellent Info Centre on way into town; big town with good shops but little to see) & Mt Molloy (quaint pub)

Road down from Mt Molloy undulating for about 18 kms then very steep & winding for about 8 kms, with sugar trucks from tablelands to Mossman a hazard in season; layby halfway down with great views

Bicentennial CP. Small but very nice; site 39 is two sites away from local road & has a tree on side facing road; sites have concrete aprons & are set at 45o to access road so vans don’t overlook each other; sullage; good clean, modern facilities

Shops very good, but only tourist information available in Mossman is from bus office (rather ordinary, for tourist-minded Queensland)

	4/8, Friday
	Mossman
	Trip to Cape Tribulation, about 65 kms each way, almost entirely bitumen, is marvelous. 

Daintree Forest Environmental Centre, between 5 & 10 kms north of ferry, provides excellent introduction to rain forest ecology & is a must before going further (adult entry $11). Climb their tower into roof of rain forest. 

Café on sea at Thornton Beach, about 25 kms north of ferry, serves good coffee; chocolate cake & cream was as good as I’ve ever had. Cooper Creek wilderness cruises, just south of Thornton beach, run only boat tour permitted in park north of ferry (1 hour, 4098-9052).

Daintree village is hardly worth a visit. It has several cafes that look good but, except for an excellent woodworking centre, it’s a waste of time. Several river tour operators on road to Daintree and some more start from southern shore of river, near the Daintree ferry.

	5/8, Saturday
	Mossman
	Mossman sugar mill conducts daily tours at 10.30 & 1.30 during crushing season, June – November; adults $16; 4030-4190 but bookings not necessary.

Mossman Gorge, 5 kms southwest of town. Not worth the effort.

	6/8, Sunday
	Cairns district
	80 kms via Captain Cook Highway. 

We skipped Cairns city (been there twice before). Wanted to stay at Ellis Beach (1/2 hour north of Cairns) but full (surf carnival) except for 1 narrow site away from beach & directly outside facilities. Ellis Beach CP in Courier Mail’s list of “100 best things about Queensland”). They told Moll that they accept bookings for beachside sites up to 18 months in advance.

They recommended Crystal Cascades CP, Redlynch. Turn right at roundabout at Skyrail; CP is 10 kms from Skyrail (5 kms to Redlynch village & further 5 to CP). Best CP facilities we’ve seen; very clean, light & airy, even flowers on washbasin benches. But after one night in this CP, we decided to move on to Innisfail on Tuesday. Despite its excellent facilities, the CP gives us a ‘crowded’ feeling, which we don’t like. Sites seem narrow & lack privacy from rear or sides. We had no shade from afternoon sun. We decided to leave on Tuesday instead of Wednesday 

Skyrail Cableway to Kuranda & return (should book at busy times). $45 return. 1-½ hours each way plus time in Kuranda. Skyrail is brilliant but not for those nervous of heights! Went to Butterflies at Kuranda; interesting but a bit disappointing.

Kuranda has gone completely tourist & has lost its ‘village’ feel of the 80s & early 90s.

	7/8, Monday
	Cairns district
	130 kms round trip to Port Douglas (also been there twice before) to look around. Passing Ellis Beach on way to PD, we noticed that they had several vacant sites!

PD is a mix of backpacker & glossy resorts. We had seafood lunch at “On the Inlet” in PD; excellent; not cheap, but very good value. PD attractions include Rainforest Habitat wildlife sanctuary; looks good (4099-3235); 8.00 to 4.30 (closes 5.30); adults $18, includes conducted tour; 180 species, 1600 animals, covering wetlands, rainforest & grasslands.

Having decided to move on, we’d run out of time to see Tjakukai, the Aboriginal Cultural Park, next to Skyrail terminal. It draws good crowds & gets great reviews. Adults $27 each; gives access to three theatres (shows about 20 minutes each) & to demonstrations of bush foods, medicines, didgeridoo, & throwing spears & boomerangs. 

	8/8, Tuesday
	Innisfail
	88 kms from Cairns; 100 kms from Redlynch.

Flying Fish Point CP is 7 kms east of Innisfail hospital, which is on east edge of town next to the river. One CW reader said “best CP in 23 years of caravanning”. It has a reputation for great fish & chips. Mature trees everywhere & 4/5 facilities. We had site 10, which is on left hand side of internal road, backs onto school playing field & is at 45o to road; excellent privacy in every direction! Other sites are in clumps of three & four on grass with concrete aprons & some look a bit crowded.

	9/8, Wednesday
	Innisfail
	Trip to the Sugar Industry Museum in Mourilyan (well worth a stop) & Etty Beach which is really beautiful; CP there is rather basic but great if you got a site with absolute beachfront.

Good fish co-op on river in Innisfail. Prawns very fresh but not as tasty as we’ve had in other places.

	10/8, Thursday
	Innisfail
	Trip to Paronella Park on Mena Creek, 17 kms from Innisfail, along Old Bruce Highway. It is an amazing place & a “must see” if anywhere near Innisfail. PP also has a small CP with powered sites & a camping area with unpowered sites. Tearooms. 4065-3225.

Follow signs 1 km south of Innisfail to turn onto Old Bruce Highway which goes, in a big loop, from south Innisfail, through South Johnstone, past Paronella Park & the historic Mena Creek pub, through Japoonvale to & back to new Bruce Highway 2 kms east of Silkwood. Old highway travels past cane & banana farms which time seems to have forgotten; a great trip. It also shows how bad our highways were!

	11/8, Friday
	Innisfail
	Day off, washing & fishing.

	12/8, Saturday
	Townsville
	262 kms via Tully, Cardwell & Ingham. Cardwell is a real surprise. The highway is along the waterfront & the views to Hinchinbrook Island are marvelous. If that way again, we might try a CP there.

We tried to book into Rowe’s Bay CP, recommended by a retired JCU lecturer we met in Mossman, who also highly recommended the new Pandora museum.

The sites we were offered at Rowe’s Bay were among tents along the back fence & quite unattractive so we went to The Lakes CP, recommended by LM in CW, where the last available site was not much better. Sites from about 68 to 91 are a real ‘No No’. Sites from about 62 to 83 are on a finger road the ends at a fence on a busy bypass road & sites 78 to 91 back directly onto the entry/exit road to a drive-in Macdonald’s. The revving, screeching noise of hoons went on almost all night. Also, little shade. We cancelled our third night. The CP declined to refund but offered a credit. We accepted & decided to go to Mackay on Monday.

Drive up Castle Hill for spectacular views in all directions around Townsville. Watch out for walkers & joggers in weekend.

	13/8, Sunday
	Townsville
	In morning, went for a walk along the Strand & late breakfast at a café on the beach. It’s hard to imagine a better streetscape than The Strand; everything about it is great.

In afternoon, went to see The Museum of Tropical Queensland. The museum’s Pandora display on the 1st floor, is exceptional & worth staying in Townsville to see. We’d seen the Reef aquarium (Reef HQ), next door, before.

Leaving Townsville a day early meant we couldn’t make our planned day trip to Magnetic Island.

	14/8, Monday


	Mackay
	393 kms via Ayr, Bowen & Proserpine.

Jim Hilton said if we liked FFP, we’d like Alva, 10 kms east of Ayr (89 kms south of Townsville), but we decided to go on to Mackay.

Beach Tourist Park, South Mackay. Big 4. Site 32. Jackpot again! Mature shade trees, on grass, with a concrete pad. Beach sites are behind a low sand hill & have no shade. Great amenities blocks. Minuses were crows in the trees & occasional noisy plane from nearby airport.

Two neighbours said Beachcomber Coconut Village CP, South Mission Beach, was also excellent.

	15/8, Tuesday
	Mackay
	Excellent tourist info centre on highway just north of Peak Downs Highway intersection in south Mackay.

156 Km round trip through Pioneer Valley to Eungella & Broken River via Finch Hatton & Pinnacle. Several excellent walks. Platypus might be seen in Broken River at dawn & dusk. Trip up mountain at end of Pioneer Valley is totally unsuitable for vans. Good snacks & lunches at Chateau Eungella at top of climb. Excellent spot for photos; the panorama of valley back to Mackay is breathtaking. Stopped at Pinnacle pub for a beer and long chat with a cane farmer’s wife

	16/8, Wednesday
	Mackay
	Lay day

	17/8, Thursday
	Mackay
	110 kms round trip to Cape Hillsborough NP & seaside village of Seaforth. Take Seaforth road, about 20 kms north of Mackay, then about 20 kms to Cape Hillsborough turn-off & another 10 kms to the NP. Seaforth is about 5 kms from turn-off. The trip is worthwhile but, if have only one spare day in Mackay, Eungella & Broken River is easily the best value.

Four nice walks (from 1.2 to 2.6 kms) around Hillsborough. The private “resort” has a few powered sites & some unpowered camping sites (which look scruffy). Shire council allows vans & camping between NP office & the beach (much nicer) & provides basic toilets & showers. 

Seaforth is beautiful; much nicer than at Hillsborough. There is a large Shire van & camping area adjacent to the beach. Most sites are shaded & not crowded; all are unpowered & some are not level. There are toilets & showers, all for $9.90 per night. 

	18/8, Friday
	Mackay
	Another lay day

	19/8, Saturday
	Rockhampton
	334 kms on good but boring road. Soon after leaving Mackay, sugar farming gives way to open eucalypti country & cattle properties. Shire rest area (overnight permitted) at Waverley, about 120 kms north of Rockhampton. There are unpowered sites at beach east of Carmila & at St Lawrence ($2 per night; H/C showers).

Southside CP (Top Tourist), on left as leave Rockhampton going south. Sites roomy but not much shade or privacy. Amenities have old-fashioned dark bricks & tiles but skylights make bright & airy. Showers even have showers curtains. Minuses were very few sites with pads (= hard to avoid grass clippings in the van), the main north south railway 100 metres away (periodic trains all night) & a few very early morning noisy planes.

Happy Wanderer CP (Big 4), on left when coming into Rockhampton from north, might be a better choice because it has cabins etc on frontage to Bruce Highway & tourist van sites are at end of CP away from road.

Trip to Mt Morgan (old gold mining town, 38 kms each way) was not worth the effort.

	20/8, Sunday
	Rockhampton
	Olsen’s Capricorn Caves (about 20 kms north of Rockhampton); worth the trip. Capricorn Drive (about 100 kms) from Rocky to Emu Park, up the coast to Yeppoon & back to Rocky. Not worth the trouble. Botanic Gardens have some really nice specimens but, on a Sunday, just when you’d think they’d be catering for crowds, the Gardens info centre was shut. Also, the kiosk menu was very limited & didn’t look very appetising. By contrast, Kershaw Gardens, on Bruce Highway just north of Fitzroy River are excellent. In over 50 acres of beautifully landscaped surrounds, they have every Australian native that will grow here. Drove through Rocky CBD; very ordinary, except for a nice short pedestrian plaza. Even the drive in shopping centres in Rocky look ordinary compared, for example, those in Mackay. 2 nights & 1 1/2 days in Rocky is enough.

	21/8, Monday
	Town of 1770
	237 kms via Gladstone/Calliope turn-off & Miriam Vale. Star Roadhouse on northern edge of Miriam Vale makes great pies & bread made on premises, as well as local meat. We had crab sandwiches for lunch. Well worth a stop.
Turn into Agnes Water/Town of 1770 is on southern edge of Miriam Vale. Turn-off is abrupt & quite dangerous if large trucks are following. Road to 1770 from Miriam Vale is quite ordinary, with perhaps 30 kms of gravel road (some now being remade as bitumen). Pass through Agnes Water village on way to 1770. It is on a secluded surf beach. It has a supermarket & limited range of other shops. Really no shops at 1770. 

1770 Camping Ground (4974-92286), run by Miriam Vale Shire, is a dream location along the banks of the river estuary. Loop internal road, with powered sites seemingly at random inside the loop. Camping sites on outside of loop, along estuary, have neither power nor water. Sites on the grass inside the loop have power (some require an extension cord) but not all have water. There are 5 powered sites with pads outside the loop against the hillside. These are more expensive but good with more privacy. F05, the northern-most site, is best. Amenities functional but OK.

	22/8, Tuesday
	Town of 1770
	All day cruise on MV “Spirit of 1770” to Lady Musgrave Island, a coral atoll, 32 nautical miles out from 1770. $110 each. 8.00 until 5.30. Snorkeling inside the lagoon & an hour fishing outside the lagoon. Excellent. Moll caught two large red-lips that she gave to crew.

	23/8, Wednesday
	Town of 1770
	Lay day. Lure fishing off the estuary beach on rising tide without success.

	24/8, Thursday
	Town of 1770
	Lay day. Bait fishing off the estuary beach on rising tide for two small whiting.

Bar/restaurant at 1770 general store for dinner. Better than average food with great ‘tropical beach’ atmosphere.

	25/8, Friday
	Town of 1770
	Lay day. Bait fishing off the estuary beach on rising tide for no fish.

	26/8, Saturday
	Noosa
	370 kms via Bundaberg (outskirts), Childers, Maryborough turn-off and Cooroy. We by-passed Bundaberg on way south, but were reliably told that Elliott Heads and Burrum Heads all have similar CPs to 1770 i.e., on an estuary.  Friends we camped with at 1770 (another A’van couple) reported that Rainbow Beach CP was terrible.

Bougainvillea CP (Big 4), Tewantin. A mini-city type of CP. Very nice facilities except showers which, when several being used, have poor pressure and annoying fluctuating pressure.

	27/8, Sunday
	Noosa
	Lay day. Lunch with Diana and Brian.

	28/8, Monday
	Eumundi
	19 kms to Joan & Peter Woolley’s, 4 km from Eumundi on Noosa Rd.

	29/8, Tuesday
	Aspley
	111 kms via Bruce Highway and Gympie Road. Before we left Eumundi, we bought lots of various cold smoked sausages from the Kasmaroski shop as well as marvelous tomatoes and mesculum. We were given excellent long black coffees and some extra sausages for free.

Caravan Village Brisbane, Big 4. Suburban but nice. Mostly cabins and on-site vans. Amenities very good; showers even have internal doors instead of shower curtains.

	30/8, Wednesday
	Gold Coast
	110 kms to Burleigh Heads to see several friends.

Tallebudgera Creek TP, Palm Beach, owned by GC City Council. Expensive and not much shade; immaculate amenities blocks.

	31/8, Thursday
	Broken Head
	102 kms via GC motorway, Tweed by pass and Pacific Highway.

Broken Head CP, turn off Byron Bay /Ballina road about 6 kms south of Byron Bay, then 2 kms to CP. CP is in a small cleared hollow between sandhills at south end of Tallow Beach and rainforest remnant. Shade around perimeter but not in the centre. It is dearer than most CPs, but marvellous! Amenities OK. 

Tallow Beach extends north to Cape Byron; great for walks and surf fishing. Byron headland is a 20 million-year-old volcano and Mt Warning to NW is all that remains of the largest volcano known on earth. Small shopping centre 3 kms back from Broken Head towards Byron Bay.  


	1/9, Friday
	Broken Head
	Lay day.

	2/9, Saturday
	Broken Head
	Lay day. Too windy to fish; fish & chips in Byron Bay with John & Gloria Karger. 

	3/9, Sunday
	Croki
	454 kms via Ballina, Sth Grafton, Coffs Harbour & Kempsey

Riverside CP, Croki, right on the Manning River, with a drive through site angled at 45o to the river. Bliss! Amenities basic & clean. There’s a shop nearby for basics. Croki CP is our favourite scenic CP location. Great for a couple of days if want to do nothing. Would be a good base for day trips to explore the Manning River valley, which is very scenic. Turn off to Croki is about 7 kms north of northern end of Taree bypass.

We passed great looking rest areas at about 17 and 73 kms south of Coffs. The latter looks as though it would be good for an overnight stop if you could cope with noise of trucks all night.

	4/9, Monday
	Home
	243 kms via Taree bypass, Nabiac, Bulahdelah, Raymond Terrace bypass and Hexham. Road improvements have cut just over 30 kms off this journey in less than 12 months.

Sighted a possible overnight spot between Bulahdelah town and southern end of new bypass.


Need stock of $2, $1 & 20c coins for CP laundries & some BBQs

We got Telstra digital phone service:

· Vicinity of Longreach.

· Vicinity of Cloncurry and Cloncurry to Mt Isa.

· Most parts of Atherton Tablelands but not west of Ravenshoe.

· Mossman, Daintree village & southern part of trip to Cape Tribulation.

· All the way down the coast but not on side trips away from the highway eg, at Miriam Vale but not at 1770.

· Vicinity of Bundaberg and all way south from there.
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